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was useless, I was induced to apply creosote
in its concentrated state, by painting it over
the burnt surface with a camel-hair pencil.
The first effect produced was described as
that of intense heat, which soon subsided,
and in less than a quarter of an hour all pain
had ceased. The redness and swelling
quickly disappeared, and on the following
morning there was no appearance of injury,
with the exception of the dried-up vesicles.

I am not aware that any author has ever
mentioned that creosote possessed any great I
sedative power when used externally in a
concentrated form; and notwithstanding the
allusion to its use (in the excellent treatise of
Mr. Cormack), by Reichenbach and Berthe-
lot, in cases of scalds and burns, for the two-
fold purpose of preventing the contractions
of the cicatrices, and checking the excessive
suppuration attendant upon them, I find, on
referring to the " Bulletin General de Th6-
rapeutique," for 1833, that they made use of
it in a diluted state.
Perhaps some of your numerous readers

may have tried it undiluted ; if so, it might
be advantageous were they to communicate
in what kinds of scalds and burns they have
found it efficacious. I am, Sir, your obedient
servant,

THOS. R. MITCHELL, M.D., L.R.C.S.I.,
Prof. of Chemistry to the Coll. of Civil

Engineers, and Lect. on Botany and
Nat. Hist. in the Dublin School of
Med., Peter-street.

Peter-street, Dublin,
Feb. i7, I42.

THOS. R. MITCHELL, M.D., L.R.C.S.I.,
Prof. of Chemistry to the Coll. of Civil

Engineers, and Lect. on Botany and
Nat. Hist. in the Dublin School of
Med., Peter-street.

ALTERATION OF CATHETERS.

GEORGE ROGERS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;It has long struck me that the ordi-
nary catheter, whatever its curve may be, is
an unsatisfactory instrument for introduc-
tion to the bladder in any case, whether of

stricture, or more particularly spasm. In
the latter instance it is very (I think) objec-
tionable, having a beaked end, and presenting
throughout its course a surface at all times

nearly, if not quite, equal to the calibre of
the urethra, and necessarily in course re-

sisted through the entire canal. Now,
would not a spherical top to a catheter, of I
half the diameter of the sphere, be a far
superior instrument, from its having only
that globular termination, to which resistance
would be offered, and never, from its forma-
tion, abutting upon sacculated points, the
middle lobe of the prostate, or any normal
narrowing of the passage.

I remember using, many years since, the
instruments for examining strictures sug-
gested by Mr. Bell, and with what facility
they were passed, and simply from the sphe-
rical character of their ends. It appears to
me to be a mode of improving a very import-
ant instrument, and I beg to call the atten-
tion of the profession to the suggestion I

offer, assured that, although the art of
catheterism is in the hands of scientific men,
acquainted with every liability of the general
structure of the urethral channel, compara-
tively easy, yet that even in their hands the
modern and common catheter is not a perfect
instrument, as it involves the whole passage;
whilst the spherical-topped one that I pro-
pose, having but a limited surface for re-
sistance, would glide much more easily into
the bladder. I am, Sir, yours truly,

GEORGE ROGERS.
Brighton, Feb. 13, 1842.

HUSBANDS AT ACCOUCHEMENTS.

To-the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-As a non-professional reader, I pre-

sume that it will not be quite uninteresting
to give you my views of a question recently
discussed in your pages, namely, " The pre-
sence of husbands at accouchements/’ I
believe there are few men but are annoyed,
and there are many who consider themselves
to be degraded and insulted, by the exclusion
which the tyrant" custom" seems to sanction
on these occasions. The moment is an anxi-
ous and depressing one, and few have the
moral courage to brave the temporary odium
which attaches to the disturbance of so deli-
cate a question ; but the question must arise,

, " Why am I to be so delicate as to absent

myself at such a time, when so many others,
even of the modest sex, whom necessity and
curiosity bring to the room, claim to dispense
with this feeling ?" And it may be argued
thus, "Does not my wife feel confidence

enough in me to believe that any supposed
indelicacy to which she is obliged to submit,
would never lower the standard of my feel-
ings with respect either to her person or her
morals ?" Which is most likely to affect a
man’s feelings ; to exaggerate the proceed-
ings of the lying-in chamber into something
that is revolting even to the imagination; or,
his presence and knowledge of what is really
necessary to be done there, leaving nothing
for the mind to dwell on afterwards ? May
these duties be performed by a man to a
woman whom he has perhaps never before
seen,-can they be witnessed by other
women who have not the excuse of absolute
necessity for their attendance, and yet a
father and a husband is forbid by delicacy
to be present at the birth of his own child ?
It would seem preposterous, but that a clue
to the inconsistency is obtained in the fact
that it is not the wife’s feelings or decency
that is consulted, but the objecting ac-

coucheur, and the gossips who surround
him. The idea of a woman’s submitting, in
the presence of persons of both sexes, to
what she would not submit to before her
husband, is to place a wife’s confidence and
affection in a very false view. Husbands
may appear voluntarily to withdraw them.


